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From Baimen to Zimo: The Appearance and

Disappearance of Places in Cultural History

Tian Xiaofei

( Department of East Asian Languages and Civilizations, Harvard University , USA)

Abstract; This article discusses the discursive construction of Jiankang/Jinling and the Southland ( Jiangnan)
during the Southern Dynasties (420-589) and Tang (618-907). The representation of a potent, charismatic
southern empire in the Southern Dynasties poetry gradually transformed the city of Jiankang from the political
headquarters of a refugee dynasty into a famed metropolis of a great empire, which, through Tang poets’
further efforts, was inscribed in the cultural map of China. Finally, by performing a linguistic excavation of the
term Zimo, this article traces the disappearance of a real place from the cultural map, and demonstrates how
the cultural history of a place is essentially different from its geographical and social history, and how certain
texts in a certain genre play an important role in the cultural configuration of a place.

Key words: Jiankang/Jinling; Eastern Jin and Southern Dynasties; Jiangnan; linguistic archeology; cultural

history
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